JANUARY 2022
Wishing you a happy New Year

Welcome to our January newsletter. We pray that 2022 is filled with God's
peace, love and joy.
January can offer a time to take stock of

If you're new, or an existing member of

where we are and where we want to be.

the church, this month we invite you to

It offers a moment in time to turn over and

consider getting involved on a more

begin a new blank page in the story of our

practical level at St John's.

lives.
We'd like to help you find your place
If you're looking to explore or deepen your

whether that's helping at Toddlers,

faith, make new friends, find a place to

singing with the choir, working with the

belong and get involved then there's

pastoral care team, volunteering on the

something here for you.

Building Maintenance Committee or
helping with catering; every person fits

We have lots of opportunities to develop

somewhere.

the spiritual and social side of life here at
If you'd like to get involved, visit our

St Johns.

website, call/email the office, or pop in
and talk to the staff.

COVID RULES

At the time of writing, you are required to wear a mask
in the services, unless exempt.
We ask that you sanitise your hands when you arrive
and encourage you to use the Test & Trace app.
Consider social distancing in the building, and please
don't come if you have any symptoms of COVID, or if
you live with someone who has tested positive within
the last 10 days. Thank you for helping us stay safe
and healthy this year.

This newsletter was correct at time of printing, but things are
changing fast, so please be aware that things may be updated at
short notice. We will let you know revised details as soon as we
have them via email, Facebook and at services, but if you have any
questions please call the office.

GET IN TOUCH
www.sjlh.org.uk

office@sjlh.org.uk

01489 578 082

What's on?

What's on - Sundays

Weekdays & Saturdays

Sundays:
Each week attend in person at our 9am or 11am
services. You can watch our 9am service online
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

Wednesdays:
Holy Communion Services 10am.
With refreshments served in the Grove Room after the
service. (Restrictions permitting)

Children's groups - see next page
.
On the first Sunday of the the month we have our
All Age service at 11am (so no children's groups
that day) There's no lunch this month, but the
service will still have something for everyone no
matter what age you are.

Our Wednesday 10am Holy Communion Service
leaders will be as follows,
5th David Wilson
12th Ian Meredith
19th Anne Boggust
26th Jane Richards
Please pray for those leading, preaching and all involved
in bringing our worship services to us each week.

Sunday 2nd, Epiphany services, our preacher will
be Cliff Bannister at the 9am Holy Communion
service, and Mike Seddon at the 11am Informal All
Age worship.
Sunday 9th, The Baptism of Jesus, Will Hughes
will be visiting us to preach at both services
Sunday 16th Epiphany 2, Our preachers will be
David Wilson at the 9am and Mike Moritz at the
11am
Sunday 23rd Epiphany 3, Ian Meredith will be
visiting for the 9am and Mike Seddon for the
11am.
Sunday 30th, we celebrate Candlemas, The
presentation of Christ in the temple, and Cliff
Bannister will be preaching at the 9am and Jim
Wood at the 11am .

You will need to wear a mask for the following events,
unless exempt, or while eating/drinking
No Ladies Prayer breakfast this month.
But join us on the 1st Saturday of next month 8.30am
Monday Cafe -A chance for a natter, a sweet treat and
a cuppa. Resumes Monday 3rd Jan. All welcome
10.15am-12.00
Saturday 8th January-Spirit Cafe @ 7.30 pm
Our evening of eclectic music with Cahoots and
guests. (in the church, so please bring a cushion and
something warm to wear!)
Thursday 13th January - Mainly 4 Men @7.00pm. Only
this one is Mainly 4 Everyone! Please let them know
you're coming m4m@sjlh.org.uk. This month we get to
know one of our retired clergy, David Wilson, in the
style of the popular desert island discs radio show.

Children & Youth Sundays

Children & Youth Weekdays

The first Sunday of each month is an all
age service at 11am so no groups, but
lots going on in the main service,
suitable for all, with a light lunch served
afterwards (free).

Toddlers are meeting in the Grove
Room/Church every Thursday during term
time 10.00-11.30am
Booking is required
Register online here http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
or contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details

For the rest of the month,
Scramblers/Explorers (primary school
children) run alongside the 11am
services.

Messy Church January 12th 4.00-5.30pm. Doors open
3.30pm enter via the Grove Room (Church
Road side of the building).
Let us know any allergies or dietary
requirements before you arrive, but no booking
required. Please email hazel@sjlh.org.uk

CONNECT (School years 7+) meet every
Sunday night in the Hall at 7pm.
Starting back 9th January
To receive details or for more info
please contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk.

Prayer & Care

Prayer Ministry

Pastoral Care Team

A few weeks ago the office had an email
from a member of the church, saying that
the sender was recovering from Covid.
We asked "Why are we just hearing about
this now!?""

During lockdown we pulled together and
took care of each other in a much more
structured way than previously, doing our
best to make sure nobody was completely
disconnected from the church family.

As Christians one of the most powerful tools
we have is prayer. There is nothing too big
or to small for God. He is concerned with
whatever concerns us.

Things have changed again, but we want to
continue to support one another.

Don't walk through things alone. Let us
know and we can make sure we are joining
prayers to your own as part of a community
of believers.
If you are ill, tired, or have some other
challenges, we want to pray! You can
remain anonymous if you prefer (God knows
who you are), but when we agree together
it's powerful!
If you have a prayer request please email
prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk or the call the
office.

It doesn't matter whether you are old or
young, alone or part of a family; sometimes
we all just need someone to check in on us,
or other practical help.
If you'd like to be involved with the team, or
you'd like some regular contact or some
practical help, we'll do our best. Please
email pastoral.care@sjlh.org.uk or call the
office

This month

Alpha Course
Discuss life, the universe and everything
else! A safe place to explore matters of
faith over food.Starting Wednesday 26th
January at lunchtime from 12.45pm for 10
weeks.
We hope to have a creche for those with
small children and well finish in time for
school pick-up.
Everyone’s welcome whatever age or
stage.
If you've never done the course, why not
come to the first session and see what it's
like or if you know people who would be
interested in exploring faith and life, invite
them, and plan to come with them!
To sign up go to www.sjlh.org.uk/alpha

Making Disciples
Alternatively there's the Making Disciples
is an insightful seven-week video and
discussion based course, unpacking your
strengths and gifts to help you grow as a
disciple of Jesus. It’s perfect for
Christians of any age or stage as well as
anyone who has already enjoyed Alpha
and is still exploring the Christian faith.
This course will run Wednesday lunchtime
or evening (not every week). For full
details dates and times or to sign up go to
www.sjlh.org.uk/makingdisciples

SJLH Bible Reading Plan

Other Daily Notes

The St John's Bible Reading plan (read the bible
over two years) starts again this January. You
can pick up a paper copy from church or there's
an APP version who prefer to do it
electronically.
For details contact the office.

The joy of regular scripture reading can be
enhanced by good supportive scholarly spiritual
guidance. The Bible Reading Fellowship daily
notes are one way used by some of the
congregation over many years. We use an Annual
(reduced rate) Group Subscription of £14.25 to
“New Daylight”. The year begins in early
February. If you would like to know more or
subscribe please contact Howard Mowbray
01489 575383 or Abi in the Office.

And there's more...

January Walks

Generosity Workshop

Would you like to get out for some fresh air
and good company? Join some of the folk
from St John's Church on their weekly
walks. Meet at the starting point at 10am.
Enjoy a walk and a maybe indulge in a cake
with a cuppa somewhere on the way.

After the success of the workshop in October,
we are offering a second opportunity to
participate and help us understand the culture
of giving at SJLH, looking at the hinderances
to giving and exploring how we can foster
even generosity in this church.
We're not asking for money, we just want to
hear what you think.
Join us Saturday Jan 22nd at 9.30 am in the
Hall (breakfast refreshments provided)

Details this month.
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

No walk planned
Titchfield canal to The Haven.
Wellies suggested.
St John’s to Warsash common.
Takeaway coffee at the bakery.
Fareham lake to Portchester.
Sarisbury community centre to
Holly hill. Coffee at Caravan.

Stewards
We are always looking for friendly people
to help greet and guide people as they
arrive for services.
If you think you might like to join the team,
we're having a training and information
meeting meeting Saturday 15th January
from 9.30 to 11am. If you'd like to come
along please let the office know.

Here's what the last attendees said...
I really appreciate the time, thought and effort
that went into preparing it. We had some very
interesting discussions on the '"blokes' table"
and the time really flew by. I certainly think it
would be worth repeating it.
There is a lot of food for thought... JW
Thanks for the time you put in to prepare the
session, the structure made it flow really well
and didn't the time go quickly, a sure sign that
we were all fully engaged! I found it very helpful
to talk things over in a small group and bat
around ideas and suggestions...LW
If you'd like to ask more, speak to your PCC
reps who came last year, Nims Fisher, Liz
Wood or the Churchwardens.

Giving
Thank you to all who gave in one
way or another over Christmas.
Final details of the total financial
giving will be out soon.

To make a donation
Open the camera on your smart phone
and hold it in front of the QR code below.
It will take you to our GIVING page, where
you can follow the instructions to make

Giving made easy

There are lots of ways you can give

your donation

financially to the work of the church - we
now have a card reader for donations, we
take cash, cheques, standing order or
direct debit through the Parish Giving
Scheme. (Ask the stewards for details.)
Your gift goes towards making things like
Alpha, children's groups and discipleship
happen, providing bibles, and of course,
running services and other events and
much, much more.
As a church we support other charities
through the year too.

We also now have a card reader in the

For more information, contact the office.

office for taking payments via card.
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Warden's Words
It’s a New Year and we’re glad to see the
back of 2021. Or are we? And will 2022 be
any better?
The truth is that like all years it was a mixed
year with many blessings and challenges,
moments of happiness and times of
sadness.
We still don’t have a vicar and at the time of
writing we are still waiting for the Diocese to
communicate with us on the Diocesan
Reorganisation and when we can start
recruiting.
There are 2 schools of thought on how to
manage a vacancy. One is that we should
not effect any changes and just wait for the
new vicar to be able to do that. The other
approach is to take the view that life must
go on and we should focus on what the
church needs to do now and in the near
future.
At St John’s, the Churchwardens and the
PCC have decided not to wait for a vicar and
to push on with several exciting initiatives.
We have a 9 am Service Review Group which
will report back in the first quarter of 2022.
An 11 am Review Group will also start work
soon. You’ll be hearing from the newly
formed Eco Team and also about an
initiative to revitalise the pastoral care at St
John's and in the wider community.
We have committed to greater collaboration
with other churches within the Western
Wards and we will explore ways of doing
that.

The PCC also want to review how
welcoming we are to all, but particularly in
respect of people who have accessibility
needs.
Training will continue with plans for Alpha
and Making Disciples courses which we’d
love to see people taking up as we grow in
depth, and we hope to encourage more
people into homegroups. Children and
Families work will also grow during the year
as we broaden our links with schools and in
the community.
So, could 2022 be better? Well, let’s make it
so. By getting involved, listening, and caring
for each other, and to be respectful ,
generous, and kind. To support each other
to reach out to others, and to trust in our
Lord as He watches over us.
The Lord will keep you from all harm. He will
watch over your life; the Lord will watch over
your coming and going both now and
forevermore. Psalm 121:7-8
Happy New Year from Linda Miatt and
myself,
Paul Barrow
Churchwarden

Small Groups

Small Groups @SJLH
Orlando Saer (Senior Minister at Christ
Church, Southampton) puts it well when he
says: “The basic ‘unit’ of the church is the
church itself, not some subdivision of it.”
Small groups are not the essence of the
church, but without something like a small
group ministry, it can be difficult for
Christians to really connect with others in
the church during a regular Sunday service.
At St John's we host some social events
which aim to help in that process, but small
groups are a great way to get to know
others and participate in a more intimate
setting in discussion, learning and growing
in faith.

In St John's we have some wonderful small
groups already running.
These groups meet in different homes or in
the church, for bible study, book study,
conversation and prayer, but mostly they are
about relationship; building friendships,
finding help and growing together in relaxed
and informal
We want to encourage you to find a group (or
start one). There are lots of options and you
may have seen the display in the church
recently, but as it's the new year, and you may
want to start new habits for 2022, the
following pages tell you about the groups we
already have.

The Bible does not demand “house
churches.” But there is an undeniable beauty
in church members meeting in homes in
smaller groups as well as corporately
together on Sundays and other holy days.

Our curate currently oversees all our small
groups so if you have any questions or are
interested in starting a new group, please
email mike@sjlh.org.uk

MONDAY MORNING GROUP
When:
1st Monday
Monthly 10am
Where:
Abshot, Locks and
Hunts Pond Roads
What:
We are a group that grew one year out of a Lent group.We have
often used York course material, and discussion material based on
films or TV which we watch maybe individually then together at the
group. Having met for many years now, we have built up a
confidence to share fairly deeply, but with a confidentiality about
what we share in the group. We usually try to follow discussion
material given from the church if it seems good to do so, and fits
with a monthly schedule. We begin and end with a time of prayer.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

LODGE ROAD HOME GROUP
When:
Mondays 8.00 pm
Where:
Lodge Road
(sometimes on zoom)

What:
We are a relaxed informal bunch. We usually spend some time
chatting and sharing news and concerns. Most weeks we read
through passage from the Bible and discuss how it is speaking to
us. Usually we have more questions then answers, and will often
follow study materials to guide us. We also leave time for prayer as
part of our meeting together.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

THE ATTIC MOB
When:
Alternate Thursday
afternoons 2-4pm
Where:
Grove Room
(at church)
What:
Compared to other groups we're a bit bigger, with about 12 -15
members. We meet during the day, so we're great for those who
can't do evenings. Everyone gets a say in choosing topics and we
spend most of our time in some sort of bible study often using
guided materials. Past topics have included: The Relevance of the
Ten Commandments Today, The Prayer Course, and various lent
/advent studies. We keep anything shared within the group circle
meaning we're a safe space to explore and deepen faith, whatever
stage you are at.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details
SMALL GROUPS

KAIRIS HOMEGROUP
When:
Most Wednesday
evenings
Where:
Locks Heath Park
Road (usually)
What:
We like using short-course material together, such as The Prayer
Course, and 'Boundaries' and also spend lots of time simply
building our friendships. Many of us have children living at home
and we recognise the challenges this can pose for attending. As
such we don't have a fixed pattern of meeting, we adapt as we
go to suit the group need and try to run sessions twice to enable
any couples to alternate. We'd love to have you, all are welcome.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

GROVE ROOM GIRLS
When:
2nd and 4th
Tuesdays 1pm
Where:
Grove Room
(at Church)
What:
We are a wonderful group of ladies with diverse faith journeys. We
support each other practically and emotionally as a mini
community. We undertake many different kinds of studies, which
produce lively discussions and the depth of Christian knowledge
amongst our members is varied and always enlightening. We aren't
bible scholars, though, so no question is too daft or point of view
too unusual to share. We really enjoy getting together, sharing our
day to day experiences and growing our faith.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details
SMALL GROUPS

BUNYAN-TOUT-JEFFS GROUP
When:
First 3 Wed eve's
of each month.
Where:
Streamleaze or
Milton Grove
What:
We love contemporary worship music and start most of our
meetings with a song. We then read the bible, sometime using
course materials as a guide, pray for one another and enjoy each
others company. We like to keep things simple and relaxed, so
expect a cuppa, maybe some cake and lots of Jesus.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

SEEKERS
When:
Monday Mornings

Where:
Locks Heath

What:
This group's emphasis is on formal bible study. Starting with
coffee and chat we proceed to sit around a table, bibles open, and
are working methodically and gradually through the text; studying
in depth what the word is actually saying and how it impinges on
our lives today. It has been really fascinating to discover Jesus
appearing in the O.T. and to see how events in the O.T. foreshadow
what is revealed in the N.T.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

ON ROTATION
When:
Tuesday 7.30-9pm
Where:
On rotation
(in our homes).

What:
Our group works through different courses to develop our faith. So
far, we have covered the Bible Course, the Prayer Course, Renovare
and "My Heart Christ's Home" amongst others. If we don't have a
course, we use the app "Pray As You Go" to reflect on Bible verses
with short prompt questions. For the last half hour of a meeting, we
each discuss our prayer needs and points for thanks. We are a
supportive, friendly, informal group and loud at times!

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details
SMALL GROUPS

SOVEREIGN GROUP
When:
Thursdays 8pm

Where:
Sovereign Crescent

What:
We're a fairly informal group and meet each week to discuss
passages from the bible, sometimes watch a video and very
occasionally sing a worship song or two! We meet to support each
other through the ups and downs of life and to grow as Christians.
We always end by praying through specific prayer requests for
each group member and inviting the Holy Spirit to fill us.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

50 SHEDS OF GREY!
When:
Thursdays 7.30pm
Fortnightly
Where:
Homes across
Locks Heath
(and online).

What:
Our group is all male and is made up of mainly retired members
who bequeath their wisdom on the one working member, Iain! The
group provides an environment in which all members feel safe and
confident to share their thoughts and feelings openly, and in which
everyone has a genuine concern for one another. We've been
running for six years, including various members as we go.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

ABSHOT COLLECTIVE
When:
Monday 7.30pm

Where:
Abshot Road

What:
We gather, catchup, drink tea and coffee, read the Bible, discuss
what we've read and pray together. A simple setup really! We only
meet for short bursts throughout the year gathering for 6 - 8 weeks
then taking a short break.

Contact: mike@sjlh.org.uk for details

SMALL GROUPS

