
St John’s Eco Group 

We have formed the St John’s Eco Group as we feel we must respond 

to the substantial environmental issues around us and do our part in 

safeguarding God’ creation.  We will follow the Church of England’s 

guidance in this; striving to safeguard the integrity of creation, and 

sustain and renew the life of the earth is the fifth Mark of Mission.  

The Eco Group is open to anyone who cares deeply about the planet 

and our natural environment and wants to take action to save and 

enhance its beauty and diversity. As Christians we are called to respect 

and admire God’s creation and we should do this prayerfully, actively 

and joyfully. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change 

Proposed Eco Group Remit 
• Undertake, encourage and assist activities that reduce the church’s carbon footprint with the aim of 

becoming carbon neutral by 2030, in line with the Church of England’s General Synod goal for 

carbon neutrality. 

• Improve and sustain the natural habitat and biodiversity of the church grounds, providing an 

example which can be followed by others. 

• Foster awareness amongst the church congregation and in the wider community of how individuals 

can take action to improve the environment and reduce their own footprint. 

• Foster awareness among PCC members, the leadership team and other team leaders such that 

decisions made on behalf of the church take into consideration their potential impact on the 

environment (positive or negative). 

• Be a focal point within the church for information on improving the environment, biodiversity 

conservation and minimising climate change. 

• Reach out to like-minded groups and individuals within the other churches of the Western Wards 

and potentially other local environmental groups and, where appropriate, coordinate activities with 

them.  

• Endeavour as a group and as a church community, to exemplify how to tread lightly on the planet, 

minimising our use of resources and our impact on the environment. 

Proposed Roadmap 
The Group’s immediate focus will be on: 

• Sharing the goals of the Eco Group with the congregation and elicit their ideas and suggestions with 

the aim of encouraging more people to be involved. 

• Completing the A Rocha Eco Church audit to establish our current status, identifying areas for 

improvement and proposing actions that could be taken in order to do this. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change


• Seeking the support of the congregation to make the church grounds more wildlife friendly by 

implementing the recommendations of the report prepared by Bob Marchant. 

• Setting up communications for the group: a permanent church web page which is updated 

frequently with the latest news and information, a SJLH email account and notice board space so 

that news and information can be seen by those who don’t often go online. 

In the longer term the Group will endeavour to: 

• Sustain the focus on the environment through prayer and action. 

• Organise or help others to organise activities that encourage greater youth and family involvement. 

• Partner with other groups in the Western Wards churches in staging events and initiatives. 

• Research and recommend new technologies and other measures that can progress the church 

towards 2030 carbon neutrality. 


