
OCTOBER  2021

We invite you to join us for our services,
events and social activities.

We have two services on Sunday and our
midweek Holy Communion on Wednesday
(details inside). 

There's lots going on for our children.
From Toddlers to Connect groups we're
back in person.

And if you're looking for other spiritual
opportunities or social groups many of
these are resuming too. 

October is when our clocks go back.  Sometimes I am sure we wish we could
turn back time as easily, but at St John's we are looking forward to what the
rest of the year has to offer.  There's some wonderful things going on and we
invite you to join us

G E T  I N  T O U C H
www.sjlh.org.uk          office@sjlh.org.uk          01489 578 082

Welcome to St John's

Welcome

This month we are pleased to welcome
St John's Family Orchestra back for our
Harvest Festival for the first time since
the lockdown started.  If you would like
to get involved with the orchestra for
future events. Please email
orchestra@sjlh.org.uk or contact the
office.

For those who still aren't able to return to
church, our Sunday services will be
streamed and we are still offering a dial-
up service. 

Our Pastoral Care team is still taking
care of those who need support and
contact, so please see inside for details
of how to contact them.



What's on - In the Church

What's on?

Decorate the Church for Harvest.  Saturday 2nd
October.  10am  Bring your harvest gifts and stay
for a cuppa 

1st Saturday of the Month 8.30am (1hour) Ladies
Prayer breakfast in the Hall this month

Monday Cafe -A chance for a natter, a sweet treat
and a cuppa. All welcome

Weekdays & Saturdays

Sundays:
Each week you can attend in person or view
the service live on our YouTube channel at
9am or 11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

Children's groups run in person alongside the
11am service  

From November we're resuming our popular
monthly lunch after the 11 am service on the
first Sunday of the month.  All are welcome to
share in a simple meal together after the 11
am service starting on  7th November.  

Wednesdays:
Holy Communion Services  10am.   
With refreshments served in the Grove Room
after the service. 

Not Techy - Don't worry

We know that that there are a few people in our
church family that don't have the internet, or prefer
not to use tech.

Use the dial in service where you call from any
phone and listen to the reading and Sunday talk
from the comfort of your home. We update this
every Monday by lunchtime at the latest.

Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is whatever you
would normally pay for a local call.

Sunday 3rd October - Harvest Festival,
Combined Service (no children's groups,
family friendly service) 10.30am with St
John's Family Orchestra and a Hog Roast
celebration afterwards. 
We finish our celebrations with a Holy
Communion Service at 6pm

https://tinyurl.com/y85h9vwq


Toddlers are meeting in the Grove
Room/Church every Thursday during term
time 10.00-11.30am  
Booking is still required
Register online here
http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
or contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details

Messy Church - 
October 13th 4.00-5.30pm. 
Enter via the hall. Let us know any allergies
or dietary requirements before you arrive,
but no booking required.
Please email hazel@sjlh.org.uk 

Children & Youth -
Sundays

The first Sunday of October is a
combined Service (10.30am) so no
groups, but lots going on in the main
service with St John's Family
Orchestra and the Hog Roast after.

For the rest of the month,
Scramblers/Explorers (primary
school children) run alongside the
11am services. 

CONNECT (School years 7+) meet
every Sunday night in the Hall at 7pm.
To receive details or for more info
please contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk.

Children & Youth - 
Weekdays

http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
mailto:hazel@sjlh.org.uk


We've done our best to keep in touch with as
many of you as we can in a wide variety of
ways and we wanted to let you know what
we've been doing and what is still going on
as we move forward to help us all stay
connected.  If you still feel that you've been
missed out, let us know and we'll see what
we can do to put that right.  You can always
pick up the phone or send an email to us too.

We continue to send our weekly email,
detailing services, bible readings, the collect,
theme, events, special meetings and children
and families activities. The email also has
links to booking pages (if required),
livestream/ YouTube, the prayer list, sign up
sheets etc, as well as other announcements. 
This newsletter also has all the important
info for the month. For those that don't have
access to email, we print this out and some
of our lovely PCC members deliver it by hand.

Our Pastoral Care Team (PCT)/Prayer Chain
work really hard to keep in touch with folk
and ensure people are praying for you when
you need it.  However, they can only do that if
you let them know your needs (see back
page for contact details).

Finally we've  been streaming the services
and offering a dial-up option for those who
can't make it to the building .  We're planning
on continuing these for the time-being.

Sunday Readings
For those of you who like to follow along in the
pew bibles with the reading on a Sunday
morning this information will now be displayed
in the scrolling notices on screen at the start of
each service to enable you to find the pages
before the start of the service if you wish

Keeping in touchHarvest Gifts & Foodbanks

Our harvest gifts (both produce and financial)
this year will go to the Fareham & Gosport
Basics Bank and the Waypoint Church Hub.

The Fareham & Gosport Basics Bank is a
project run by a Christian Charity and they
provide support for people going through short
term crisis. 

There is a donation box just inside the main
entrance to the church centre.

Waypoint Hub opened in March 2020 and they
have helped local families who are struggling
and need food.   They also offer the More 4
Less service which enables people to pay a
small donation of £5 and receive £15 of items.
They have also supported a number of families
with students at St John's school. 

There is a donation box just outside the church
(formerly Locks Heath Free Church, on Hunts
Pond Road)

Both these wonderful services are  only
available because of the support the receive
from the community.

More info



Warden's Words

As I write these ‘warden’s words’, the latest
‘crisis’ to come our way is the lack of fuel in
our local garages. Our patience has certainly
been tried over the past months as we long
for some sense of ‘normality’ to return to our
church life and life in general. 
I wonder if you have felt angry over this
difficult ? Proverbs 16:32 reminds us that it
is “better to be patient than a warrior, and
better to have self-control than to capture a
city”. I think this is saying that in the end it is
the patience and self-control that wins the
day – not charging ahead without thought.
Slowing down and submitting to the Spirit’s
transforming work in our lives can change
our heart and response.

With regards to our Vacancy, we continue to
ask for your prayers as we patiently await
the ‘go-ahead’ from our Diocese to advertise
for a new vicar. The joint meeting with other
Western Wards parishes and our interim
archdeacon on 28th September (held after
this was printed) may well have shed more
light on this and the Deanery restructuring in
general; we will update you soon.

Meanwhile, it is heart-warming to see more
and more people returning to worship in our
church building - we still have our two
‘zoned’ areas for those who feel more
comfortable wearing a mask (and for those
who don’t) and we would ask that you
continue to respect these choices – if you
are not sure where to sit, our lovely sides
people can direct you. 

 We are also seeing more and more enjoying
fellowship over coffee before and after our
two services on Sundays and after our 10am
Wednesday Holy Communion.  We are
delighted that ‘Monday Café has also
resumed and in October we will see the
return of Mainly4Men and Spirit Café  (see
inside back page).  Also our simple 'soup
lunch' resumes after the 11am service on
the 1st Sunday of the month, starting on 7th
November – all lovely opportunities to enjoy
each other’s company.

As has been said before, we are blessed to
have so many willing hands to help with the
various services and activities and support
we try to provide; but more help is always
welcome and if you think there is something
you are being called to explore, be it as a
sidesperson, welcomer, on the coffee rota,
helping with children’s groups, Eco team or
anything else, do let us know. 

By working together to make St John’s a
welcome place for all, we can further our
missional work to reach all in our
community and bring God’s Word to them.

Linda Miatt
Churchwarden



Dates for your diary...

Children's Society Update

Good Childhood Report 2021
You are invited to the Portsmouth &
Winchester Diocesan Supporter Event
at St John’s Church, Locks heath. 
Speakers from the 'Include Young
Carers Services' & 'Exploitation
Prevention Programme '

10.30am-12.30pm Sat 9th oct 2021 
Event program on request to
ruth.andoh-baxter@childrenssociety.org.uk

This a free event, open to all. 

To book your place speak to Ian
Coombs, ianncoombs@gmail.com
07549 901305

Our All Souls Service will be November
7th 2021 at 6.30 pm.

Generosity Workshops

Over the last few months we have
included a few articles on generosity
and giving and we are excited to offer
the opportunity to be part of a
Generosity Workshop.  

Come along to one of the two identical
sessions and have an input into how we
can encourage and foster generosity in
our church; how we can facilitate giving
and how we can help those who have
never considered the aspect of giving
as part of their Christian faith journey. 

The sessions will be held on Friday 29th
October at 7pm and Saturday 30th
October 10am in the Grove Room. 
 Refreshments will be provided.

To book for a session go to
sjlh.org.uk/book and use the BOOK
NOW button or call the office. 

mailto:ruth.andoh-baxter@childrenssociety.org.uk
mailto:ianncoombs@gmail.com


Spirit Cafe is back! Cahoots welcome you
to their comeback concert on 9th October
at 7.30 in St John’s Church. Yes, in the
Church! So bring a cushion.

Post pandemic, we do not know how
many folk are likely to turn up for our
unique evening of music and
entertainment but this month we will be in
the church itself to allow for better social
distancing for those who feel they’d like a
bit more space but still want to be with us
- masked or unmasked.

Cahoots have never sounded better and
are really excited to be with you all again.
As always, the music is an eclectic
acoustic rock style interpreting songs in
our own way.

It promises to be an evening of surprises
and our special guests for the night will
be Barry and Suzanne Dugmore. 

Come and make new friends and catch
up with old ones. We’d love to see you so
we hope you will put the date in your
diary.

It is now over 17 months since Covid-19
restrictions were introduced but we are
pleased to announce that the Mainly4Men
team believe that we can now safely re-start
our monthly group.

We will now be meeting in the church hall
on the second Thursday of each month. 
 The time will stay the same; 7pm for a
7.30pm meal.

Our  first curry evening will be Thursday
14th October following the same format as
before. 

After that, we'll meet on Thursday 11th
November and then our popular Curry and
Carols evening will be on 18th December
(this is open to everyone not just the men).
In January we will have a Mainly4Everyone
event.

Chef Jim and the team have been honing
their culinary skills and are looking forward
to delighting us!

Looking forward to seeing you all.
The M4M Team

Mainly 4 MenSpirit Café 



For items to be included in this section please
contact the office by the 20th of the month so we
can include it on: office@sjlh.org.uk or 01489
578082

Personal Announcements

Quote of the month
 "Let God's promises shine on your problems."  Corrie ten Boom

 

There are always people in need of prayer.  
To receive notifications of prayer requests so you can
join together and pray, or to send out a request, email:
prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk

Need some help, support, or just a friendly call or
visit?  Contact pastoral.care@sjlh.org.uk or call the
office.

Personal Prayer Requests
Please pray for: 

Ros, Jane & Helen.

Baby Noah is being Baptised on the
24th Oct at 9am. 
We would love to share this exciting
step in his spiritual journey with
everyone and that there will be cake
to celebrate after the service in the
hall. 
We would love to extend the
invitation to all those from the 
9 o'clock service to join us in this
special celebration.
Kirsty Harley

Many thanks to all those
generous people who
supported the coffee
morning to raise funds for
Macmillan Cancer
Support. We had fabulous
weather, enjoyed time to
chat and eat cake as well
as raising £384.00 for this
very worthwhile cause.
Liz Wood

mailto:prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk
mailto:prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk

