NOVEMBER 2021
Welcome

Welcome to our November newsletter. This month we will commemorate
those we have loved and lost; the contribution of British & Commonwealth
military and civilian servicemen and women in the two World Wars and
later conflicts; and we will begin our Advent Countdown to Christmas.

Welcome to St John's
We invite you to join us for our services,

As the dark nights draw in, many people

events and social activities.

struggle with depression, loneliness or
just a sense of sadness as the winter

We usually have two services on Sunday

begins.

and our midweek Holy Communion on
Wednesday (details inside).

At SJLH we offer life, hope and joy all
year round, through our services,

There's lots going on for our children.

activities, groups and Pastoral Care

From Toddlers to Connect groups we're

Team.

back in person.
Please get feel free to come along to the
And if you're looking for other spiritual

church weekday mornings to pray (9am-

opportunities or social groups, many of

12noon or come to one of our services in

these are resuming too.

church.
If you're not a church-goer, we still
welcome you to our groups, where you
can connect with others.

GET IN TOUCH
www.sjlh.org.uk

office@sjlh.org.uk

01489 578 082

What's on?

What's on - In the Church

Weekdays & Saturdays

Sunday 7th November - All Souls Service
6.30pm
If you'd like the name of a loved one included
in the service please email liz@sjlh.org.uk or
call the office before 4th November. The
service will be live-streamed, links will be sent
out in the weekly email beforehand.

1st Saturday of the Month 8.30am (1hour) Ladies
Prayer breakfast in the Hall this month

Sunday 14th November - Remembrance
Sunday Combined Service 10.15am
28th November 6.30pm Advent Service
followed by mince pies, mulled wine and the
grand switching on of the Christmas Lights!
Sundays:
Each week attend in person or view the
service(s) live on our YouTube channel,
usually at 9am or 11am
(NB Combined service at 10.15 am on 14/11)
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube
Children's groups - see next page.
We're resuming our lunch on the first Sunday
of each month after the 11am service. All are
welcome to share in a simple meal together,
starting on 7th November.
Wednesdays:
Holy Communion Services 10am.
With refreshments served in the Grove Room
after the service.

Monday Cafe -A chance for a natter, a sweet treat
and a cuppa. All welcome 10.15am-12.00
Thursday 11th November - Mainly 4 Men @ 7.00
pm. The last one for men only this year. Booking
not required.
On December 18th @7.00 pm we will see the
return of the popular Curry & Carols night which is
open to everyone.
Contact the office for tickets (£10)
Saturday 13th November -Spirit Cafe @ 7.30 pm
Our evening of eclectic music with Cahoots and
guests. (in the church, so please bring a cushion
and something warm to wear!))

Not Techy - Don't worry
We know that that there are a few people in our
church family that don't have the internet, or prefer
not to use tech.
Use the dial in service where you call from any
phone and listen to the reading and Sunday talk
from the comfort of your home. We update this
every Monday by lunchtime at the latest.
Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is whatever you
would normally pay for a local call.

Children & Youth Sundays

Children & Youth Weekdays

The first Sunday of November is an all
age service at 11am so no groups, but
lots going on in the main service,
suitable for all with a light lunch served
afterwards (free).

Toddlers are meeting in the Grove
Room/Church every Thursday during term
time 10.00-11.30am
Booking is still required
Register online here http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
or contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details

For the rest of the month,
Scramblers/Explorers (primary school
children) run alongside the 11am
services apart from 14th November
which is our combined service
(10.15am) for Remembrance Sunday,
when local scout groups will join us.

Messy Church November 10th 4.00-5.30pm.
Enter via the hall. Let us know any allergies or
dietary requirements before you arrive, but no
booking required.
Please email hazel@sjlh.org.uk

CONNECT (School years 7+) meet every
Sunday night in the Hall at 7pm.
To receive details or for more info
please contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk.

Warden's Words
At the beginning of November , it is truly
feeling and looking like Autumn now but
throughout October at times it felt like
summer and winter which is normal for the
harvest season.
What a month October has turned out to be
for us at St John’s!
We had our Harvest Festival service with a
return of the amazing Orchestra led by
Georgina Carter, and afterwards shared a
Hog Roast in the grounds of the church in
brilliant sunshine. The church was
wonderfully decorated and there were loads
of provisions to give away to the Fareham
and Gosport Basics Bank, and the Waypoint
Hub.
Spirit Café returned with a really well
attended concert set in the Church building.
It was so good to hear music and laughter;
some poignant moments as we
remembered friends and family no longer
with us; and to be able to catch up with
friends after such a long break. Well done to
Steve Allcock, Cahoots, Guests and the team
for bringing us altogether for a memorable
night.
Mainly for Men came back to with its
signature style of a superb curry, a beer, a
talk, and fellowship amongst a men only
group, for that occasion. We done to Jim
Dodd and the team for all the effort put into
such a great evening.
Messy Church and Toddlers have also been
able to return to continue the amazing work
that Hazel Foster and her teams do for the
children’s work.

We also had a focus on the Eco Church
Programme throughout the month which
was led by Mike Moritz and the retired
clergy.
So many good things and we are so blessed
by God to be able to do them. We’re not
complacent though as we are very aware
that the Covid infection rate has been rising,
and we will need to constantly need to
review our safety measures in the
pandemic.
Also, we are still without a vicar and still
waiting for permission to be able to recruit.
In spite of these challenges we feel led to
carry on, and by using whatever methods we
can, will push on with outreach; preach the
Good News of Jesus Christ; touch people’s
hearts; make disciples; teach and grow; and
be ‘Salt and Light’ to people in our
communities.
We want people at St John’s Church and in
Locks Heath to have the opportunity to
experience God in tangible ways and to truly
be a community of life, hope and joy.
Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4
Paul Barrow
Churchwarden

