SEPTEMBER 2021
Welcome
We are pleased to welcome everyone back after the summer and are looking
forward to the rest of this year, thankful for all that God has done for us
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What's on?

What's on - In the Church
SUNDAYS:
Each week you can attend in person or view
the service live on our YouTube channel at
9am or 11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube
Children's groups run in person alongside the
11am service
WEDNESDAYS:
Holy Communion Services 10am.

Children & Youth
Scramblers/Explorers (primary school
children) runs alongside the 11am services.
The first Sunday of the month (11am) is our
all-age service, so no groups, but lots of fun
for everyone in the main service.
CONNECT (School years 7+) meet every
Sunday night (mainly in the Hall, but watch
out for location details) at 7pm.
To receive details or for more info please
contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk.

Weekdays & Saturdays

1st Saturday of the Month 8.30am (1hour) Ladies
Prayer breakfast (see next page for details)
Saturday 4th September 7.30pm Join us for a
'Psalm experiment'. An evening of delving into
Psalm 13, being led by the Spirit in word and
worship. All welcome. Freshly baked cookies and
refreshments provide

Toddlers are meeting in the Grove Room/Church
every Thursday during term time 10.00-11.30am
Booking is still required
Register online here http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
or contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details
Messy Church - September 8th 4.00-5.30pm.
Enter via the hall. Let us know any allergies or
dietary requirements before you arrive.
Please email hazel@sjlh.org.uk

Not Techy - Don't worry
We know that that there are a few people in our
church family that don't have the internet, or prefer
not to use tech.
Use the dial in service where you call from any
phone and listen to the reading and Sunday talk
from the comfort of your home. We update this
every Monday by lunchtime at the latest.
Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is whatever you
would normally pay for a local call.

Ladies Prayer Breakfast

Alpha Course & Bible Course

Calling Ladies of all ages! We know that life
is busy, but we also know that prayer is a
pillar of church and personal life.

ALPHA
Discuss life , the universe and everything! A
safe place to explore matters of faith over
food. No question is off limits! Alpha meets
Wednesday evenings, 7.30pm for 10 weeks
starting September 22nd. You’re welcome to
come to the first session as a taster, or as
many or few sessions as you like. To sign up
or for more information visit
www.sjlh.org.uk/alpha

We invite you to join us once a month on the
first Saturday of the month in the Grove
Room for one hour between 8.30-9.30am
We spend some time chatting over breakfast;
an opportunity to share any prayer needs or
just catch up with the others present, and
then after breakfast, join together for a short
time of prayer for the needs mentioned over
breakfast, the community, and any other
national or global situations.
Take-away prayer - before you leave, you can
take a name of another lady to pray for
during the month before the next meeting an encouraging way to know you are being
prayed for and a lovely way to connect with
other ladies.

Monday Café
Monday Café resumes in the building on
September 6th at 10am.
Come and join us for a cuppa and a natter. All
are welcome.

The Bible Course
Alongside Alpha we are running the Bible
Course. This course is great if you’ve done
Alpha or you’re a Christian wanting to
develop your faith and get to know your bible
better.
Join the Alpha attendees for the meal, then
head off with your group for your own video
and chat about the bible. Click here to sign
up or for more information visit
www.sjlh.org.uk/alpha

Dates for your diary...
Subject to future restrictions, the
following services/groups are planned
for the autumn:
Harvest Festival 3rd October .
Welcoming back the Orchestra and
celebrating God's goodness with Hog
Roast afterwards.
Spirit Cafe returns 9th October 7.30pm
Cahoots welcome you to their
comeback concert in St John’s Church.
Yes, in the Church! So bring a cushion.
Post epidemic, we do not know how
many folk are likely to turn up for our
unique evening of music and
entertainment but we will be in the
church itself to allow for better social
distancing for those who feel they’d like
a bit more space, but still want to be
with us - masked or unmasked.
We’d love to see you and hope you will
put the date in your diary. It promises to
be an evening of surprises and our
special guests for the night will be Barry
and Suzanne Dugmore.
M4M Resumes Thursday October 14th
(new day of the week)
All Souls Service - 7th November

Western Wards Events
Weddings Through the Ages:
A Festival of Flowers
10th/11th September 10:30am-4:00 pm
& Sunday 12th September Midday until
Evensong at 4:30 pm
Free entry (voluntary donations
gratefully received)
Refreshments available St Mary’s
Church Warsash SO31 9GF

Diocesan Vision
The Diocese have announced a Day of
Prayer for the Live | Pray | Serve vision
on Wednesday 8 September.
Do join us, physically or digitally, for
Morning Prayer, prayer stations and a
Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s Church,
Fratton, if you can. For details go to
https://bit.ly/PDPrayer

IMPORTANT MEETING
As part of our “Clergy Cluster”
meetings where ‘Deanery
Restructuring’ has been in the
forefront of our minds even over the
summer break.
As you know, each parish in the
Western Wards has had separate
meetings for their PCCs with Will
Hughes; and Titchfield recently held
a more public meeting which I know
some of you (and our church family)
watched via YouTube. I think most of
us agree that we felt nothing really
moved forward at these meetings.
We feel it will be useful to try and get
ALL the Western Wards churches
together at the same time, in the
same place, with Will Hughes (our
interim archdeacon) to hear what the
latest is.
We now have a date for this meeting
and hope that as many of you as
possible with attend.

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER at 7.30pm
@ St John's Church.
Due to the number of people that could
potentially wish to attend there will be
BOOKING required for this meeting.
Booking will open on September 6th.
If you do not have internet access, please
call the office to make the booking for
you.

Courses/Sermon Series

Making Disciples Course
As we work towards a greater level of
collaboration within the area, we are pleased
to announce an exciting 8-session course
about our personal Christian discipleship that
will be running in autumn based in St Mary's,
Warsash and open to members of all Western
Wards churches. The course begins
Wednesday 22nd September at 1pm
The course is an ideal opportunity to review
and assess our own relationship with God
and our fellow believers in a new and
interesting way, based on our heads, our
hearts and our hands.
The course claims to "give us an ability to
transform the way we see ourselves.to
become a more effective follower of Jesus".
significant part of the reason for our diocese
needing to transform our structures is that we
are not making enough of an impact for
Jesus in our communities and drawing others
into relationship with Christ.
So, this course is one tool to help us reverse
that trend of decline in our churches too.
For more details of the course visit
https://bit.ly/WereMakingDisciples

An Eco Aware Church
This month we want to drawer your attention to
God's beautiful world, and how we can take steps
to look after it, protect it and enjoy it.
During the 4 Sunday's this months our sermons
will look at eco issues, Biblical perspective and
practical actions.
We are also looking forward to seeing some Eco
Art in the garden from the 13th-19th. Hopefully
you've been busy over the summer making your
artwork with plastics and other rubbish to
highlight the plight of some of our endangered
species. If you haven't there's still time.
If you need further info please go to
www.sjlh.org.uk/eco

Wardens' Words
It is my first time writing something for this
Newsletter and I am in my third month as
Churchwarden. What a time to start the
role… in a pandemic, during a vacancy, and
in a parish church considering its options as
the Church of England undergoes a
significant reorganisation.
I would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you for the many messages of
support I have received.
Many years ago and after Rev. Peter
Ingrams left St Johns for Canterbury, we had
quite a long vacancy before we could
appoint our new vicar. I remember that time
was marked by being very positive with high
levels of cooperation and collaboration
amongst the various groups that organise
everything we do.
Now that we are in vacancy again my prayer
is that by God’s grace we can recreate the
togetherness that we experienced during
that particular vacancy. This is surely
possible as we are blessed by having so
many people with all sorts of gifts and
abilities. We have recently elected a new
Parochial Church Council which is the
governing body of St John’s, and I am really
looking forward to the new season and
working with this group.
We are also so blessed to have a group of
retired clergy, and we all benefit from their
wisdom and experience.
The leadership team that looks after day to
day operational matters is key to getting
many things organised.

There are people who support the children’s
and families work; lead worship; manage the
technology and stream services; look after
maintenance matters and flower
arrangements.
Many churches don’t have all this support,
and I am humbled by the commitment and
dedication of all employees and volunteers.
There are two main challenges as we look
ahead. We still are in a pandemic so we
have to ‘do church’ carefully and respect
each other’s views.
Also, we are waiting for the Diocese to let us
know about what is happening in the
Western Wards churches and when we can
fill our vacancy.
We are not standing still though. Amongst
many other activities, Messy Church returns;
there will be an Eco Church programme;
further collaboration with Western Wards
churches; and our Harvest Festival will have
the orchestra back. So much to do, so let us
pray for renewed strength.
Those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40:31
Paul Barrow
Churchwarden

Personal Announcements
For items to be included in this section please
contact the office by the 20th of the month so we
can include it on: office@sjlh.org.uk or 01489
578082

The funeral of Tom Ladd, which
was planned to be on 3rd Sept at
10:30 , which we announced at the
Wednesday service this week, has
had to change to Monday 6th at
10:30.
The wake will not now be at St
Johns afterwards either. For
details please contact the office.

The memorial service for Stephen
has been rearranged to Saturday
18th September, 2021 at 2.30pm,
at St Andrews Church, Clayhidon,
EX153TJ.
Afterwards there will be a Garden
tea at Graddage Farm, Clayhidon
EX153TP.
Please RSVP to
sandjbullett@gmail.com if you are
going.
Need some help, support, or just a friendly call or
visit? Contact pastoral.care@sjlh.org.uk or call the
office.

Liz Wood is holding a coffee morning to
support the work of Macmillan Cancer Care.
Please come and enjoy a chat, a cup of
coffee and a piece of homemade cake and
make a donation to this very deserving
cause.
Date: Friday 24th September
Time: 10.00am - 12.00 noon
Address: 86 Abshot Road, Titchfield
Common PO14 4NH
Tel. 01489 575852 for details
Bring a friend!

Bob White's family would like to thank
everyone for their prayers, cards and kind
wishes and are grateful for everyone who
attended and contributed to his funeral,
making it such an uplifting Service of
Thanksgiving for his life

Personal Prayer Requests
Please pray for:
Elsie, Francis, Jane,
Michelle, Susie, Danny,
Sue & Helen.

There are always people in need of prayer.
To receive notifications of prayer requests so you can
join together and pray, or to send out a request, email:
prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk

Quote of the month
"Encouragement is awesome. It can actually change the course of another
person's day, week, or life." Chuck Swindoll

