JULY 2021
Welcome
Welcome to St John's, Locks Heath. There's always lots going on, and we'd
love to help you CONNECT with others, DECIDE to deepen your faith GROW
in your walk with God and Go out and share your joy with others.

Church Services
We are very happy to have our church

There are lots of events and activities

open for in-person services and children's

resuming so please keep in touch on

groups. (See back page)

Facebook, our website and weekly
emails so you don't miss anything.

We continue to use our booking system
for Test & Trace and because places are

We still have the dial in service where

still limited for now. (See inside for

you call from any phone and listen to the

details)

reading and Sunday talk from the
comfort of your home. We update this

Join us at 9am (for a more structured,

every Monday by lunchtime at the latest.

liturgical service with Holy Communion),
or 11am (for a more contemporary

Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is

service).

whatever you would normally pay for a
local call.

You can still watch either service on our
YouTube channel (details inside).

We will be having our Annual Church
Meeting on July 11th 5pm - due to

We have also resumed our midweek Holy

extended restrictions the arrangements

Communion Service. Details on back page

have changed -see WHAT'S ON page for
details

GET IN TOUCH
www.sjlh.org.uk

office@sjlh.org.uk

01489 578 082

Personal Announcements
Do you have a testimony of something God has
done for your during lockdown? We'd love to
be able to share it here.
Contact Abi by the 20th of the month so we can
include it.
office@sjlh.org.uk
A huge thank you to the 23 volunteers who delivered
Christian Aid envelopes round the area. We raised the
magnificent sum of £1167.62, with an additional £231
from Gift Aid. This is more than half of what we raised
in 2019, and of course we have no way of knowing
what was donated online.
Dear St John's Church
Hello, I hope things are going well.
I moved area! I've got a different little flat now, in a
different part of the country. I moved as I was in a rut,
but I'm doing very well now.
I've settled in, been pedal cycling about and
gardening, also going for walks, restarted my art,
photography and painting, and I've met my sister
Roseanne and her family.
I've got big plans for going on long walks in the
countryside and planning a big art project.
I'd like to thank St John's Church people very much
for your help, support and kind prayers.
Kind regards
Julia Wilkinson (Miss)
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To all at SJLH.
I am writing to convey my very grateful thanks for
the wonderful ‘send- off’ you gave me last Sunday
morning at our Trinity Services.
I have been extremely privileged to lead music in
worship in various roles at St Johns for 34+ years
and to work with so many talented and faithful
Christian singers and musicians. The support &
encouragement from clergy & congregation has
been phenomenal throughout these years & we have
enjoyed so many wonderful & inspiring moments
worshipping together.
Thank you so much for the gifts and cards- some
very clever ‘home- made’ and thoughtful cards. I love
the montage of church photos, the engraved glass
tribute, which is now holding an ornate candle, and
the very kind & generous money donation. Christine
is very grateful for her flowers!
Whilst I am looking forward with great enthusiasm
my new challenges as Director of Music role at
Bishops Waltham I am already missing the people at
St John’s
With very grateful thanks for your consistent &
unwavering support and lovely cards and presents!
Love and best wishes
Michael Coker

There will be a memorial service for Stephen Bullet,
long time member of this parish, on July 24th at St
Andrews Church, Clayhidden, Cullumpton, Devon.
Further details can be obtained from the office,

There are always people in need of prayer.
To receive notifications of prayer requests so you can
join together and pray, or to send out a request, email:
prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk

Quote of the month
“God is looking for those with whom He can do the impossible — what a pity
that we plan only the things that we can do by ourselves.” – AW Tozer

Wardens' (parting)Words
After more than 4 years as a churchwarden,
it’s time to pen my final thoughts before
stepping down. So much has happened
during that time, it’s difficult to distil it down
into a few words, but here are three
recurring themes that have influenced my
thinking, particularly this year.
We should look forward and not dwell on the
past. We are, of course, all shaped by our
past, both individually and collectively; but
let’s not be held captive by our bad
experiences or seduced by the good ones.
Let’s set our eyes on a much bigger future
vision than we can imagine. In the words of
the Rev’d Sam Wells, ‘For Christians, even
ones prone to lament, in God, the future is
always bigger than the past.’ (Take a look at
Eph 3:20!)
We shall have to start thinking more
collaboratively. We are just one part of the
body of Christ in our local area. Whatever
the size and shape of our future, it will
definitely be one in which we work far more
closely with our neighbouring parish
churches. This may mean having to give up
some of the things we expect from our own
church and accepting graciously that we
may receive them more fully from
somewhere else. (1Cor 12:25-27)
We need to recognise what we can do and
what we need to leave to God. My nature is
always to try and use my own resources to
sort out problems, but this past year has
reinforced to me how this ultimately just
leads to anxiety and frustration.

A friend who knows me well sent me this
text – Isaiah 41:10 – when I was really
struggling with what we, as a church, should
be doing. It was a lovely reminder that each
us is called by name and that self-reliance is
not the answer. As someone wise once told
me, ‘God calls us to be more open, not to
work harder.’
There have been many times during the last
18 months when I have wondered whether I
was doing the right thing? In a recent chat
with a good friend, he likened ministry (in its
widest sense) to helping make a patchwork
quilt. Each of us offers another patch
without knowing what the final piece of work
will look like; we can only pray that our
creator God will join it harmoniously with
others, already added, or yet to be; let’s all
keep adding to that beautiful quilt.
Thanks so much for all the loving, prayerful
support, encouragement and wise counsel
that has kept me going and brought a smile
to my face. One never knows how uplifting a
kind word can be:
‘Anxiety weighs down the human heart, but a
good word cheers it up.’ (Prov 12:25)

Trevor
Churchwarden

What's on i

What's on

Children & Youth

Each week you can attend in person or view
the service live on our YouTube channel at
9am or 11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

Scramblers/Explorers (primary school children)
group runs alongside the 11am services. Booking
is required while restrictions remain in place, but
we're glad to be able to see each other face to
face. To book your children in go to
www.sjlh.org.uk/book

Children's groups run in person alongside the
11am service (See inside for details
Booking is still required to attend the services
or children's groups for now:
Just go to www.sjlh.org.uk/book
Holy Communion Services 10am
Wednesdays. Booking is NOT required to
attend this service, but spaces are limited.
Due to the extended restrictions, we shall
have to make some changes to the APCM
(Sunday July 11th). We can't offer
refreshments, so will aim to start at 5pm in
the church. Numbers will be limited, so please
book in the same way as for a Sunday
service. For those who cannot attend in
person, we shall be streaming on our
YouTube channel and also hosting a Zoom
call, to allow online participants to ask
questions and vote in the elections.
We aim to finish by 6pm and then have a
simple service of Evening Prayer.

The first Sunday of the month (11am) is our allage service, so no groups, but lots of fun for
everyone in the main service.
CONNECT are also back to meeting in person.
They meet every Sunday night (mainly in the Hall,
but watch out for location details) at 7pm.
To receive details or for more info please contact
hazel@sjlh.org.uk.
Toddlers are meeting in the Grove Room/Church
every Thursday during term time 9.30am10.30am
Register online here http://bit.ly/SJLHChildren
or contact hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details
Messy Church - July 14th. This month, we're
planning something in person! Please email
hazel@sjlh.org.uk for details
August Services will look a little different to usual .
We will not be streaming services, and will move to
a more simplified style of worship to give our
teams a well earned rest after working so hard
during lockdown. More details will follow in the
next newsletter and weekly emails

