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We are not yet back to unrestricted
services in the building but, from Palm
Sunday (28th March) we're back to
meeting in a limited capacity in church.

We have resumed our booking system for
Test & Trace and because places are still
limited for now.  (See inside for details)

Join us at 9am (for a more structured,
liturgical service), or 11am (for a more
contemporary service).

You can still watch either service on our
YouTube channel (details inside).

Welcome to St John's, Locks Heath.  There's always lots going on, and we'd
love to help you CONNECT with others, DECIDE to deepen your faith GROW
in your walk with God and Go out and share your joy with others.

G E T  I N  T O U C H
www.sjlh.org.uk          office@sjlh.org.uk          01489 578 082

Church Services

Welcome

Keeping in touch
There are still lots of ways to keep in
touch if you're not able to come back in
person, or if you can't book in for a
service due to numbers.  

In addition to this newsletter (which you
can receive by email to be more
environmentally friendly, if you don't
already get it that way) we can send you
a weekly email update with what's on,
and our website will show all the latest
information for all the actives in church
as they resume. 

Please feel free to contact the office by
phone 01489 578082 if you'd like to
speak to someone about what's
happening in church.  



Easter 

Holy Week

7pm If nothing changes with
restrictions,  we will have our
traditional Holy Communion
service. Booking required

The final session of our Lent
course on ZOOM for link go to
www.sjlh.org.uk/lent2021

8pm

Maundy Thursday (1st April)

Good Friday (2nd April)  
Online Only

10am All-Age Good Friday Service
(with virtual coffee and hot
cross buns  beforehand, see
weekly email or website for
link)

7.30am

Fading of the Light - Jesus'
journey into the shadows
through powerful
dramatised readings

Easter Sunday (4th April)

8pm

Traditional Easter Service.
Please be seated in church
by 7.55am. Booking required

All-Age Celebration Service.
Booking required 

10am*

*With Holy Communion if we are back in church. 

Saturday (3rd April)

9.30am Morning Prayer in the church 

Vigil with readings in the
church and the lighting of
the Paschal Candle.  
Please ensure you are in
church and seated by
7.55am 
(Use '8am' service for booking)

8am*

All in-church services will be streamed on our
YouTube channel https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

http://www.sjlh.org.uk/lent2021
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube


The church remains open Mon-Fri, 9am-
noon for personal prayer and reflection.

The church grounds will be decorated at
various times.  Hopefully you will have seen
during February, that we invited the
community to add their 'hearts' to the
display in the garden at the front of the
church. It was truly beautiful to see all the
hearts hung in our garden, representing
love and prayers 

Then we had our Rainbow Ribbons of Hope  
which represented prayers.  

From the 19th April we are aiming to "Yarn
Bomb" the church garden. You are
encouraged to knit/crochet anything you
like to add to our theme of "All things bright
and beautiful." It could be flowers/trees/
birds/butterflies/bees/shapes/pompoms/    
baubles/little people...the list is endless. 

It would be very helpful if you could fix the
ribbon or wool with which to hang it.  
If you are able to contribute something,
please let the office know. 

Have you heard of 'Stations of the Cross'? 
 It's traditionally part of the week leading
up to Easter.  Usually people can come and
look at an image, a verse and pause and
reflect of the last days of Jesus as we
head towards the events of Good Friday. 

This year because of the current situation,
it will look a little different, and we hope
that people of all ages will take part in our:

STOP THINK ACT PRAY 

These interactive stations, which will be set
up in the church grounds, will help you to
walk through moments in the life of Jesus,
reflect on what they mean to you today,
and act on them. 



Children's Sunday morning groups will
continue to meet via Zoom for now.  The
groups are going really well, although we
can't wait to get together in person,
hopefully on 18th April.  Watch out for the
weekly email to confirm.

On Sunday's we still have activities
available for Scramblers and Explorers.

Connect Groups (school yr 6+) are running
Sunday evenings on Zoom from 7pm 
(18th April)

For details of all our young people's groups
and activities please contact
hazel@sjlh.org.uk

Sunday

Toddler group has a video story and
singing available on 
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube each week or
you can join a 30 min live session on a
Thurs morning on Zoom during term
time. We hope to resume our groups in
the chuch on 22 April. Watch your email
for details or contact Hazel 

Weekday Activities 
Messy Church is still running.  Collect an
activity pack from church then join the
Zoom call at 4pm, second Wednesday of
each month.

Children & Young People

mailto:hazel@sjlh.org.uk
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube


Messy Church met as well over Zoom.
Pre-prepared activity packs were
collected before hand for the children to
do from home. The theme was Joshua
and the City wall. We talked about how
no problem is too big for God to sort out
and gave thanks that this Great Big God
knows and loves us personally. 

We look forward to April and all the
excitement of the Easter plans. 

Please pray that as we prepare the
activities that reflect on Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection that children, families
and youth would be able to engage in a
way that helps them to encounter Jesus
for themselves.

Also pray for us, as we negotiate the
guidance on restarting our groups in
person to ensure the safety of all the
wonderful children that are part of our
church.

Connecting, cakes and cards

March has been a month of making and
creating in the Children and Youth Groups
of St John’s. Scramblers and Explorers
made some Mothering Sunday cards
together as part of our Zoom sessions.
The children took great care in putting their
cards together and writing in messages. It
was a great way to remember things that
we are grateful for and say thankyou to
God for all the good gifts he gives us.

Later that evening the Connect group
came together over Zoom from their
kitchens. With a list of ingredients and a
mug and microwave at the ready, to get on
with the important job of making ‘Mug
Cakes’. The first was a chocolate fondant
cake in a mug, meant to be for our Mums,
and the second a cookie in a mug. Both
equally delicious and full of enough sugar
to keep them awake for a good chunk of
the night I suspect! A fun evening for us to
try and stay connected with each other a
bit better.



We are back in church, but will
continue to live-stream  our services at 
9 & 11am https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

For in-person services, we will resume
a booking system as number are still
limited.  To book online go to
www.sjlh.org.uk/book  

We have stopped  the 'virtual coffee'
between services now we're back in
church, but this doesn't stop you
having your own get together on ZOOM
after the service.  

Children’s groups continue to meet
online for Palm Sunday. Easter Sunday
is an ALL AGE service, so children stay
in the main service (you will need to
include them in your booking).

We are hoping to reopen the children's
groups alongside our Sunday services
as soon as we can. 
E-mail  hazel@sjlh.org.uk  for details.

What's on? 

Sunday Services
We know that that there are a few people
in our church family that don't have the
internet, or prefer not to use tech gadgets, 

We have set up a special dial in service
where you call from any phone and listen
to the reading and Sunday talk from the
comfort of your home.  

We usually update this every Monday by
lunchtime at the latest.

It helps keep us all connected as we hear
the same message, so please make use of
this facility.  

Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is
whatever you would normally pay for a
local call.

If you are not able to book online to attend
in person, please contact the office.

Not techy?  Don't worry

https://tinyurl.com/y85h9vwq
http://www.sjlh.org.uk/book
mailto:hazel@sjlh.org.uk


Providing COVID legislations permits, on
Sunday May 2nd, the Grow for Africa plant
sale will take place.  

We're letting you know now, so if you're
green-fingered, you can start getting seeds
planted, plants potted and produce
growing.  

The sale will be held outside 19 Locks Road
and you will be able to drop items for the
sale off on 1st May.   For more information
contact the office,

Handling Conflict course: 18th April
(see page 9)
Next Alpha Course: 21st April

Patronal Festival 27th June
APCM 11th July
Harvest Festival Hog Roast with St
John's Orchestra, 3rd October

With the hope of things opening up, here
are some proposed dates for your diary:

sjlh.org.uk/alpha

(All dependent on retrictions at the time)

Calling all gardeners.

Coming Soon 

Dates for your diary

http://sjlh.org.uk/alpha


The Oberammergau Passion Play is
performed in an open-air stage in
Oberammergau, Germany. The play is only
performed every 10 years but had to be
postponed due to COVID. So now, the 42nd
production of this world renowned play will
go ahead in 2022. 

In 1633, in the middle of the Thirty Years
War, Bavaria was being swept by a plague
epidemic and more than 80 lives had been
lost in Oberammergau alone. The local
elders vowed that if the village were
purged of the plague, they would ‘keep the
Passion tragedy every 10 years’. The
epidemic came to a standstill and in 1634
the villagers fulfilled their solemn promise
for the first time. Ever since they have
loyally kept their vow  staging the Passion
Play telling the story of Christ’s Passion,
from His entry into Jerusalem and ending
with the Resurrection and Ascension. 

The roofed auditorium has seats for nearly
4,500 spectators. The terraces rising
towards the back of the auditorium ensure
a good view from every seat of the open
air stage, where the play is performed
whatever the weather. The Play is
performed exclusively by amateur actors,
who were either born in Oberammergau or
have lived there for the past 20 years.

Coming soon cont... 

A special feature of the Oberammergau
Passion Play is its living tableaux: colourful
scenes from the Old Testament, which are
woven into the story of the Passion in the
form of still life pictures. 

This amazing production is truly powerful
and St John's is hoping to make it an
experience to remember by taking a coach
tour that takes in some of Austria's sites
as well as the play. 

It seems a long way off, but we're hoping
that folk from St John's will plan to join us
on this breath-taking trip (7 days including
travel), which we expect to run from 30th
May 2022.  Prices start from £1359 per
person. 

More details at https://bit.ly/SJLHOber

Oberammergau

https://bit.ly/SJLHOber


If you want to help those in other countries
where the roll-out of the COVID vaccine is
harder, you can make a donation to help
someone receive it via the Covax scheme
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/unicef. 
Christian Aid are running a similar scheme
to enable people to ‘twin’ their vaccine with
someone in a developing country, to help
the poorest people around the globe. 
Full details are here.

 

Vaccines for developing Countries

We had a really good response to the first
session of the joint course run with Waypoint
Church, on training for group leaders, which
aims to develop leadership skills and aspects
of pastoral care. 

The second session is coming up on April
18th and is on Handling Conflict.  If you
would like to attend this session, please
contact Mike@sjlh.org.uk

 

Learning to Lead

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/unicef
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine
mailto:mike@sjlh.org.uk


Once again the time has come when we
review our safeguarding policy as a whole
and at the PCC meeting held on 15th
March 2021 we re-adopted ‘Promoting a
Safer Church,’ the Policy Statement of the
House of Bishops of the C of E. This policy
can be accessed at 
 www.tinyurl.com/saferchurch  
The full document is available on our
website and on the Safeguarding notice
board in the building but a summary is
here for you.

SJLH will ensure that we:
1. Adopt and implement the House of
Bishops’ safeguarding policy and practice
guidance. 
3. Have a plan that sets out how the policy
will be put into action. 
4. Ensure that any person who works with
vulnerable groups is aware of and abides
by national/local safeguarding guidance.  
• Promote a safer environment/culture.
• Safely recruit/support those with any
responsibility for children, young people &
vulnerable adults within the church.
• Respond promptly to every safeguarding
concern or allegation.
• Listen to and take seriously all those
who disclose abuse.
• Care pastorally for victims/survivors of
abuse and other affected persons.
• Respond to those that may pose a
present risk to others.

• Have a named Parish Safeguarding
Officer (PSO) to work with the incumbent
and the PCC to implement policy and
procedures (see below).
• Ensure that there is appropriate
insurance cover for all activities involving
children and adults undertaken in the
name of the parish
• Ensure that health and safety policy,
procedures and risk assessments are in
place and that these are reviewed
annually.
Each person who works within this church
community will agree to abide by this
policy and the guidelines established by
this church.

Our PSOs are:  Jenny & Phil Coundley
safeguarding@sjlh.org.uk / 01489 579078 

The person responsible for processing
DBS applications is Jenny Coundley 
safeguarding@sjlh.org.uk / 01489 579078

Safeguarding 

http://www.tinyurl.com/saferchurch
http://www.tinyurl.com/saferchurch


Do you have a testimony of
something God has done for
your during lockdown?  We'd
love to be able to share it here.

Contact Abi by the 20th of the
month so we can include it.

office@sjlh.org.uk

Personal Announcements

Quote of the month
 God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it

was God saying to the world, ‘I love you.’ – Billy Graham

Jackie C, and her family want to
thank everyone for their love,
thoughts and prayers which have
surrounded and sustained them,
as well as for all the generous
gifts which have found the way to
their doorstep. They have all felt
very cosseted. Jackie sends her 
 love to you all.

Margaret Taylor died on 18th March 
 She used to attend Wednesday
morning services and was often at
Monday’s coffee club although, along
with her husband Ron, they had been
part of St. John’s family for many
years. The funeral will be held at St
John's, details to be confirmed.



Wardens' Words

So it seems that we may not be able to
advertise for our next vicar until our
deanery restructuring plans have been
finalised. We will all probably be
frustrated by the prospect of our vacancy
dragging out and the uncertainty which
that creates. Whilst that may well be a
natural human reaction, we should also
reflect on God’s plans for us and how a
longer period of waiting may be
beneficial. 

In the Bible, we see may examples of how
God uses a period of enforced waiting to
prepare His people for the next stage in
their journey of faith. Remember Joseph,
thrown into pharaoh’s dungeon and spent
two years imprisoned, before being
summoned to interpret pharaoh’s dream
(Gen 41). This two year period of isolation
did not crush Joseph’s faith in God, it
deepened it. 

Or consider the story of Exodus, where
the Israelites had to wait 40 years before
they crossed the river Jordan, to enter the
Promised Land. A time of trials and
tribulations, where God’s chosen people
had to learn and re-learn what His
covenant meant, even with God’s daily
presence made very manifest.

We know that Jesus’ earthly ministry
lasted for just 3 years; the first 30 years of
his life was a time of preparation. 

So let’s focus our energies on preparation,
individually and corporately, for the next
stage in the life of our church, which is likely
to be very different, in the light of our
diocesan restructuring.
 
As we continue to walk the Way, let’s focus
on whose church this is and who is our
head. Let’s also reflect on what gifts and
talents we each have to offer, to help build
the Kingdom here and now. 

Whatever the future of the church in our
parish and the wider diocese, we pray that it
will release a huge, untapped pool of lay
resources, making essential contributions to
all aspects of church life. 

So whilst we pray for that person who is
called to be our next vicar and pray that it
may be as soon as possible, let us also pray
that we may each be enriched and guided in
this time of waiting and preparation. 

In the words of the pastor and author, Max
Lucado, ‘Nor is waiting inactivity. Waiting is
a sustained effort to stay focused on God
through prayer and belief.’ To wait is to “Be
still before the Lord and wait patiently for
Him;” (Ps 37:7)

Trevor & Linda
Churchwardens

Waiting & Preparation


