
MARCH 2021

We are hoping that the local situation
regarding the number of cases of COVID
etc will be such that, we can facilitate a
safe return to church by Palm Sunday
(28th March).  More details will come out
in due course.

In the meantime, join us online at 9am (for
a more structured, liturgical service), or
11am (for a more contemporary service)
either service on our YouTube channel
(details inside).

Welcome to St John's Locks Heath. While we are not meeting in person, we
continue to connect with each other and grow in our faith through the tools
available to us at this time. 

G E T  I N  T O U C H
www.sjlh.org.uk          office@sjlh.org.uk          01489 578 082

Church Services

Welcome

Monday to Saturday
We invite you to take advantage of all
that is offered.  Stay connected, be
encouraged and see what God will do
as he is certainly not in lockdown.

We have a lot going on through the
week! There's Messy Church, Toddlers,
prayer meetings, small groups and our
Lent Course this month in the lead up
to our Easter services.



A video announcement was sent out this
week, but to make sure everyone has all
the information, please find below a
transcript of the video.

On Sunday 28th February, in place of our
usual sermon, we are showing a video by
our Bishop, which sets out the vision for
our diocesan strategy of Live Pray Serve.
We are living at a time when church
attendance is declining nationally and our
diocese is no exception.  The pandemic
has exacerbated this and caused
significant shortfalls in all parish incomes.
This year our diocese has a gap of about
one million pounds.  

The Live Pray Serve vision seeks to
address this issue and make our diocese
more missional.  It will require a significant
and sometimes radical restructuring, which
is being looked at on a deanery basis.  

We are part of the Fareham deanery, which
has 10 parishes and currently 9.75
stipendiary posts.  The funding shortfall
equates to some 17 posts, out of the
diocesan total of 82.  

Closer collaboration and shared
ministry;
Using our combined resources -
human, buildings and financial; 
to engage more effectively with our
community;
Possibility of specialisation -  we
cannot each be good at everything;
Simplified administration/governance
Much greater lay leadership

 We are currently in the midst of a deanery
consultation, which has taken input from
all the parishes and has reported back to
the diocese.  We have worked very closely
in this process, with our neighbouring
parishes in the western wards; Sarisbury
Green, Titchfield, Warsash and Whiteley. 
 The key themes emerging include;

For us, closer collaboration may go as far
as merging the parishes of Locks Heath
and Sarisbury Green, but retaining both
churches, with 1.5 stipendiary posts.  The
details and timescales associated with
these ideas are still a long way from being
agreed and executed, but things will have
to change and change relatively quickly.  

Some have asked why all of this is
happening so rapidly.  The sad answer is
that this is a national crisis which has
been brewing for at least 10 years and
which has not been addressed properly in
that time.  We will keep you informed as
things progress.

Special Update



Our immediate focus is to recruit and
appoint our next vicar and the good news
is that the diocese will fund a full-time post
for SJLH and is keen to move quickly.  

We are moving along in the process.  After
we undertook a huge consultation in
October with those on our electoral roll,
and we were delighted that about 65% of
our electoral roll responded.

It took quite a time for the parish profile
team to read through every response and
collate our findings and these were sent
out to all of you in a small summary
document at the beginning of January.

Since then, we have been hard at work
drafting and re-drafting the parish
profile.  Once it has been finalised and
approved by the PCC, it will be available to
view to those on our electoral roll.  

If all goes to plan, we hope to advertise by
the end of next month and aim to hold
interviews by mid-May.  Of course, we don’t
know what the COVID rules will be at that
time, but we very much hope to have
someone in place by September.  Please
keep praying for all those involved in this
process; and for those who are seeking the
right place for their ministry.

We are very conscious that we have not
worshipped in church now for 2 months, in
common with our neighbouring parishes. 

Our PCC was unanimous in making this
decision and Linda and I received a
huge amount of positive feedback in
support of this decision.   
 
So, the question is, when do we return? If
things continue to improve, then we plan
on being back in church on Palm Sunday,
28th March.  
 
We have a full programme of services and
events planned, from Palm Sunday through
to Easter Sunday, including community
engagement activities and children and
youth events. 
 
Even when we are back in church, we shall
of course continue to be limited in
numbers by social distancing
requirements, and still have a booking
system. We shall do our best
to maximise capacity, within the rules in
place at that time and will continue
to stream services on line. 



The church remains open Mon-Fri 9am-
noon for personal prayer and reflection

The church grounds will be decorated at
various times.  Hopefully you will have
seen during February, that we invited the
community to add their 'hearts' to the
display in the garden at the front of the
church. It was truly beautiful to see all the
hearts hung in our garden, representing
love and prayers 

From March 1st-13th We will have Rainbow
Ribbons of Hope  and then for Easter we
will have a COVID safe, all age version of
Stations of the Cross.

Easter 

Leading Up to Easter

Holy Week

7pm If we are back in church we
will have our traditional
Holy Communion service

The final session of our
Lent course on ZOOM

8pm

Maundy Thursday (1st April)

Good Friday (2nd April)
10am All-Age Good Friday Service

8am*

Fading of the Light

Easter Sunday (4th April)

8pm

Traditional Easter Sunday
service

All-Age Celebration Service 10am*

To donate to the Bishop's Lent appeal,
you can mail/drop in a cheque to the
office made payable to St John's PCC
(make sure you clearly identify what it's
for) and we will collate the donations.  
Or you can donate online at:
http://bit.ly/BLAP2021.  

Bishops Lent Appeal

*With Holy Communion if we are back in church. 

http://bit.ly/BLAP2021.
http://bit.ly/BLAP2021.


Each week you can view the service
live on our YouTube channel at 9am or
11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

You can always catch up with weeks
you've missed too, as there have been
some great and encouraging
messages over the pervious months.

Our services continue to live stream at 
9am & 11am. 

We now include a Zoom session as
part 11am service. It's an opportunity
to make the service more interactive. 
 Just have a device handy and use the
QR code or link that is displayed to join
the session (or see the weekly email).

Don't forget to join the 'social' ZOOM at
10.15am on Sunday – at
https://bit.ly/CoffeewithZOOM

What's on? 

Sunday Services
We know that that there are a few people
in our church family that don't have the
internet, or prefer not to use tech gadgets, 

We have set up a special dial in service
where you call from any phone and listen
to the reading and Sunday talk from the
comfort of your home.  

We update this every Monday and it's
available from Monday by lunchtime at the
latest.

It helps keep us all connected as we hear
the same message, so please make use of
this facility.  

Simply dial 01489 665885; the cost is
whatever you would normally pay for a
local call.

Not techy?  Don't worry

https://tinyurl.com/y85h9vwq
https://bit.ly/CoffeewithZOOM


Children's Sunday morning groups will
continue to meet via Zoom for now.

Connect Groups are running Sunday
evenings on Zoom from 7pm 
(14th & 28th March)

Children & Young People

Toddler group has a video story and
singing available on 
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube each week or
you can join a 30 min live session on a
Thurs morning on Zoom.

For all children's groups and activities
contact Hazel Foster for links or for more
information email. (hazel@sjlh.org.uk)

Weekday Activities 
Messy Church is still running.  Collect an
activity pack from church then join the
Zoom call at 4pm, second Wednesday of
each month.

Social Media

We are working on ways to develop
communication. Our Facebook page is a
great source of information and reminders.  
if you are on Facebook already why not
LIKE our page. 
When you do that, as we post, you should
get notified so you'll be up to date with
announcements, news and events. 

The other important thing is to SHARE the
page to your own wall.  When you do that,
we reach your friends as well as our own.  
 It's a great free way to promote the church.

Visit our Facebook page today
www.facebook.com/StJohnsLocksHeath

The same is true for YouTube.  
LIKE and SUBSCRIBING to the channel not
only notifies you when we go live, or when
we post new videos, but the more LIKES we
have the more visible our channel is when
people search for things. 

If you need help with any of this, please
contact the office.

https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLocksHeath


Your notices here!
Do you have some good news!
Please share it with us if you let
Abi know by the 20th of the
month we can include it.

office@sjlh.org.uk

Personal Announcements

Wise Words

When it gets to hard to stand, kneel
 

Peter & Jean Mann kindly donated to the
church on the anniversary of the death of
their son (Peter S Mann) on February 14th.

We are a part of a pastoral care team! 
The bible says that we are ALL part of one
body and in the Greek, the word ALL
means ALL - NO EXCEPTIONS!

We are a part of a group of people that is
instructed by God to pray for each other, to
encourage each other, to love one another
and to bear one another's burdens

So our challenge this month is, what are
we doing about that?

Did you know..



Wardens' Words

These last 2 months have been hard
haven’t they?  How we have yearned
for Spring and for the wonder and
beauty of new life , in so many ways. 
 As we delight in longer days, flowers
and nesting birds, we also hope for life
to regain some normality.  

We may also be anxious about what
the church of Christ will look and feel
like after this pandemic, both
nationally and locally.  So we draw
from a recent essay by the Rev Sam
Wells, vicar of St Martin in the Fields,
London, in which he writes about
renewal in the Church of England; he
groups the church’s aspirations under
four broad headings.

New creation (2 Cor 5:17)- St Paul
claims that ‘the old had gone, the new
has come’ - the amazing promise that
each of us is a new creation, in Christ. 
 This ‘re-creation’ remains a day by day
process, as we continue our walk with
Him through life. 

Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27) -  The
theme we talked about at the
beginning of our vacancy.  We are
each gifted to play our unique part as a
member of the Body of Christ; we are
the Church.

Salt and Light (Mt 5:13-16) – We are
called to serve and bear witness to our
community, in word and deed; we have to
be present and relevant.

Herald of the Kingdom (Mk 1:14-15) - 
 We are called to be ‘co-workers’ in
building the Kingdom of God ‘on Earth as
it is in Heaven’.  

In 1832, Dr Arnold, Headmaster of Rugby,
wrote that ‘The Church as it now stands
no human power can save.’ 

The Church has weathered many storms
over the last 2,000 years.  As we
welcome the joyful arrival of new life and
hope in nature, let us pray for healing for
our world and that the Church may also
emerge from this pandemic renewed and
bursting with life.

Trevor & Linda
Churchwardens

Spring is coming.


