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Our Sunday Worship is currently in two
parts:
Part A: Church Gathered. Centred on our
church building, we’re gathering for two
short services with a focus on being in
God’s presence, reading his written Word
and hearing a talk or sermon. Come at
9am (for a more structured, liturgical
service), or 11am (for a more informal
service), or watch the live stream of either
service on our YouTube channel.

Children’s groups meet in the hall
alongside the 11am Service.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, you will
need to book to attend one of these
services, or children's groups.

Welcome to St John's Locks Heath. These are strange days, but we are
working to ensure that we can connect with each other in as many ways as
are permissible, to strengthen our faith and continue in life, hope and joy.

G E T  I N  T O U C H
www.sjlh.org.uk          office@sjlh.org.uk          01489 578 082

The Church Gathered

Welcome

The Church Dispersed
Part B: Church Dispersed. 
An essential second part of our
Sunday worship is gathering in small
groups to reflect on what we have
heard, respond to it, pray and enjoy
each other’s company.
We’re inviting you to gather in
whatever way works for you, within the
current government guidelines.

If you would like us to help you find a
small group, or would like some help
or support in forming a group, please
contact the church office:
(office@sjlh.org.uk / 01489 578082).
We’ll have resources available to help
you reflect, respond and pray.

For more details see page 2



If you can't join us in person, you can view
the service live on our YouTube channel 
at 9am or 11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

If you want to come in person on Sunday
you will need to book. If you have internet
access you will need to go to 
http://www.sjlh.org.uk/book

Communion will normally be the 3rd Sunday
of each month at this time.

What's on? 

Sunday Services

If you don't have the tech, or aren't able to
use it,  we have some other options.

If you don't have internet access, book in
to services by phoning the office.  

You can still dial-in and listen to the
reading and talk from the comfort of your
home. As these are now recorded live
during our services, we can't put them on
in advance, so they will be available from
Monday.  Simply dial 01489 665885; the
cost is whatever you would normally pay
for a local call.

Not techy?  Don't worry

Part B: The Church Dispersed
Join together with others as permitted and
discuss the Sunday talk, pray and share
together.   Try and vary your groups each
week to keep it fresh and inclusive. If you
haven't found a group for a week, contact the
office and we'll try to help. 

We hope that many of you are engaging in
this part of our service. We've heard of some
excellent fellowship that has been happening
around this Part B, and we'd love to hear
more from you about how it is going?

Have you had a great discussion, understood
something new, or just reinforced a deep
truth in a new way.  Let us know. Testimony
is powerful, and posititve 'news' so important
at this time.

If you've got something good to tell us, drop
us an email or call the office. 

https://tinyurl.com/y85h9vwq
http://www.sjlh.org.uk/book/


School work may have stopped over the
summer, but the fun started for children
and young people here at St John’s.

For our Primary aged children, we offered a
Holiday club at the end of the Summer. 26
children from our church family and our
local community, some of whom we’d
never met before, joined in for 5 days of
activities based mainly from home. 
Each day the children heard a story about
the amazing life Jesus led and had fun
activities related to that. 

We are continuing to run Messy Church
once a month on Zoom and some of the
families from the Holiday club joined the
September one. Each session has a take
home Activity bag, collected from the
church. It is great to still offer craft, even at
a distance and many thanks to the
volunteers for all their cutting, sticking and
sorting.

After weeks of Sunday evenings meeting
the Connect group on Zoom it has been
great to have them meeting outside,
socially distant, but in the flesh. 

Chilren's Work Update  

Summer Fun

Over the summer we have enjoyed an
outdoor film night, bingo and other silly
games. We hope to be able to continue this
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

Our young people have also enjoyed
meeting up on a Sunday morning alongside
the 11 am service. 
There are 2 groups that meet; Encounters
for those aged 10 and over and a Younger
Primary group. 

The theme of ‘Paul the Adventurer’ has
been great to teach the children about
keeping going in our faith even when times
are tough.

Please continue to pray for our children and
young people and all the volunteers that
make this happen. Even though it looks
different, there are real moments of light
and joy, and opportunities to share God’s
love in difficult times.

Hazel



Important Events

All Souls

From the 5th to the 10th October we will
be holding the first of several weeks of
fasting and prayer. Looking specifically
at 2 Corinthians 13:14, ‘The Grace prayer',
we want to engage with God, hearing
from his Spirit as we seek purpose and
direction for St Johns in this period of
vacancy.
Each day we are asking people to fast a
meal or something else if that’s not
possible. 
We are making a small guided reflection
booklet available to help you pray, and
think through 'The Grace prayer' as you
fast. 
Seeking God together as a church, we’d
like everyone to be involved in some way.
Most importantly, we want to hear from
you. What do you think God is saying to
us at this time? 
"May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always." Amen

For more information visit
sjlh.org.uk/vacancy-prayer

This year, we cannot do the service in the
usual way, so it will be on YouTube on
the evening of 1st November 
Jane Richards, will lead the service as
we remember those who we have lost. 

People who wish to have the names of
their loved ones included in the service
need to have them into the office by 18th
October 2020.

Vacancy Prayer & Fasting



APCM Appointments

Naomi (Nims)Fisher
Rachel Munn
Adrian Head
Rita Dodd
Robin Thomas
Ian Andrews

Mark Tucker
Kate Tucker
Chris Bacon

Following our APCM on 20th September,
the following were newly elected to the
PCC

The following were elected to the
Deanery Synod

Linda Miatt & Trevor Pritchard will
continue as churchwardens. 

We also want to say a big thank you to
those who stepped down this year:
David Adams, Amanda Bevan, Anne
Brooks, Nadine Hockin & Alan Renshaw.

There will be a "virtual commissioning"
during both services on Sunday 11th
October.  

Please pray for them.

Mike will be ordained by Bishop
Christopher at 12.30 pm on Sunday 4th
October in St John's.  

Due to current restrictions, this service
is by invitation only, but we can still
bless him and pray for him. 

We are hoping to live stream the service,
for those of us that can't attend in
person. 

Ordination

For all those who gave in some way
towards Gavin's leaving gifts,  whether
you sang The Blessing, sent a card or
video, or contributed to the collection,
which came to a little over £1200 we
thank you. It was a beautiful service and
we know Gavin and his family were
blessed by the generosity,  love and
good wishes that were sent his way



So, we have said our farewell to Gavin and
given our blessings, as he sets out on the
next stage of his journey with Jesus.  We
too, as individuals and corporately, as a
church family, are setting out on the next
stage of our journey.  We have entered
into what the Church of England refers to
as ‘vacancy’. Our vicar’s post has indeed
become vacant and as your church
wardens, we have assumed the leadership
of St John’s, until such time as we are able
to appoint our next vicar.
However, we should not confuse ‘vacancy’
with ‘inactivity’.  Our church is blessed
with so many talents and resources and
we shall continue to offer as much as we
can, as widely as we can.  We are
supported by our archdeacon, Gavin
Collins and our area dean, Ian Meredith. 
We are also fortunate to have retired
clergy and lay leaders in our church family
and a great office team, who will enable
us to ‘keep the wheels turning’.
We shall face some particular challenges
in this vacancy.  Firstly, because we are
not blessed with the same numbers of
available, retired clergy as we have had in
the past. Secondly and crucially, we are
experiencing this vacancy during an
unprecedented period of global
uncertainty and anxiety.

This crisis is having a deep and far
reaching impact on the Church of England
and is challenging our fundamental
concepts of what it is to ‘be church’.  This
context presents both threats and
opportunities to a parish church such as
St John’s.  
So our challenge is to continue to offer our
Christian message of Life, Hope and Joy
to our parish, at a time when it has never
been needed more.  We must also do all
we can to look after each other and our
neighbours, particularly those who are
alone and not ‘digitally’ connected.  Whilst
we continue to do this, your wardens will
be working with the PCC and our
archdeacon, to go through the process of
seeking and appointing our next vicar.
There will be much more about this over
the coming months and we shall consult
and keep you all posted.

Continued on next page...

Wardens' Words.

Entering Vacancy



2 Cor 13:14 ‘May the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.’
 
We wanted a biblical text which would be
an appropriate theme for this article and
chose the very end of 2 Corinthians, which
we all know as ‘the Grace’.  Just before
this, in verse 11, St Paul says the church in
Corinth should ‘be of one mind’ and ‘live in
peace’.  
If we are to do well in this vacancy, with
COVID as our backdrop, we believe that
we really need to take Paul’s advice to
heart.  Many things may be different and
much will rely on the generosity and
willingness of many to serve, perhaps in
new ways, stretching our abilities and
resources.  
We shall have to accept that we shall not
be able to do everything and other things
may not be done as we would wish them
to be.  To get through this together, we
shall need to trust less in our own strength
and more in Jesus, through prayer and by
His Spirit. 

So our prayer at the start of vacancy is
that we may all be very aware of the grace,
which is our free gift of salvation from
Jesus, so that we may be gracious to each
other; that we may feel the overflowing,
abundant love from Him, so that we may
love our neighbours; that we may know
the Peace of our risen Lord and ‘be of one
mind’.
 
 
Trevor & Linda
Churchwardens



It's with sadness that we announce the
death of  Peter Coombs September 22nd. 
 He was a great blessing, a wise friend and
beloved member of St John's.  His cheerful
countenance and gentle manner will be
missed.  We know we he is now with his
Heavenly Father with no more ailments or
sorrows, but we remember his family at
this time and the gap he leaves behind with
us all.

Ian and his family have decided that, given
the current restrictions, in lieu of a wake,
they want to offer a cream tea delivery to
your door, for those of you that would like
to raise a cuppa to Peter and and enjoy a
sweet moment of memories and gratitude
for the joy and blessings Peter brought into
your life.  

If you would like to be included in this,
please let us know before before the 9th
October.
You can contact Ian using this link:
https://forms.gle/B9GFPGKxgZ8XR9U78
or if you don't have internet access contact
the office.

Your notices here!
If you have some exciting news
or an event to share with
everyone for next month's
sheet, get in touch with Abi by
the 20th of the month so we
can include it.

office@sjlh.org.uk

Personal Announcements

Venerable Wisdom  

The Church is the only organisation that exists for those who are not yet members!

Do you enjoy walking, running or cycling?
Are you able to walk, run or cycle this
October for 'Light for Bulgaria' and help
many desperate families living in
tremendous poverty? You might want to
give yourself a target to reach and ask for
sponsorship for hitting that target, to raise
much needed funds. To sign up and
receive sponsor form,  instructions and
virtual medal please contact Michelle
Lineros on 07884411309 or email
lightforbulgaria@gmail.com. 
Visit www.lightforbulgaria.org.uk

https://forms.gle/B9GFPGKxgZ8XR9U78

