
SEPTEMBER

Our Sunday Worship is currently in two
parts:
Part A: Church Gathered. Centred on our
church building, we’re gathering for two
short services with a focus on being in
God’s presence, reading his written Word
and hearing a talk or sermon. Come at
9am (for a more structured, liturgical
service), or 11am (for a more informal
service), or watch the live stream of either
service on our YouTube channel.

Children’s groups meet in the hall
alongside the 11am Service.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, you will
need to book to attend one of these
services, or children's groups.

Welcome to St John's Locks Heath. These are strange days, but we are
working to ensure that we can connect with each other in as many ways as
are permissible, to strengthen our faith and continue in life, hope and joy.

G E T  I N  T O U C H
www.sjlh.org.uk          office@sjlh.org.uk          01489 578 082

The Church Gathered

Welcome

The Church Dispersed
Part B: Church Dispersed. 
An essential second part of our
Sunday worship is gathering in small
groups to reflect on what we have
heard, respond to it, pray and enjoy
each other’s company.
We’re inviting you to gather in
whatever way works for you, within the
current government guidelines.

If you would like us to help you find a
small group, or would like some help
or support in forming a group, please
contact the church office:
(office@sjlh.org.uk / 01489 578082).
We’ll have resources available to help
you reflect, respond and pray.

For more details see page 2



If you can't join us in person, you can view
the service live on our YouTube channel 
at 9am or 11am
https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

If you want to come in person on Sunday
you will need to book. If you have internet
access you will need to go to 
http://www.sjlh.org.uk/book

Communion will normally be the 3rd Sunday
of each month at this time.

What's on? 

Sunday Services

If you don't have the tech, or aren't able to
use it,  we have some other options.

If you don't have internet access, book in
to services by phoning the office.  

You can still dial-in and listen to the
reading and talk from the comfort of your
home. As these are now recorded live
during our services, we can't put them on
in advance, so they will be available from
Monday.  Simply dial 01489 665885; the
cost is whatever you would normally pay
for a local call.

Not techy?  Don't worry

Part B: The Church Dispersed
Join together with others as permitted and
discuss the Sunday talk, pray and share
together.   Try and vary your groups each
week to keep it fresh and inclusive. If you
haven't found a group for a week, contact the
office and we'll try to help. You can also join
Mike's  part B zoom group. It starts at 7.30pm
Sundays. 
https://bit.ly/PartBZoom or
dial 0203 481 5240 
Meeting ID: 879 7952 4565 Passcode:786952

We hope that many of you are engaging in
this part of our service. Do let us know how
that is going. 

Of course, we are also aware that there is
wonderful fellowship going on throughout the
parish, with many of you managing to meet
up in person or digitally to catch up. 

Sadly, we also know that there are a few who
are feeling quite isolated at this time so we
would encourage you to get in touch with
each other by whatever means you can. 
Our Pastoral Co-ordinator, Mike S, can always
be contacted at pastoral.care@sjlh.org.uk

https://tinyurl.com/y85h9vwq
http://www.sjlh.org.uk/book/
https://bit.ly/PartBZoom


Children's groups now meet in the Hall
alongside the 11am service.  (We would
love to have groups alongside both
services but, at this time, it's not possible;
we will be reviewing this as we move
forward).

Spaces are limited so you will need to
book your children in (4-16 year olds).
(sjlh.org.uk/book)

Toddler Group is still meeting by Zoom:
10:00 am on Thursday , although
hopefully, with new guidance, we are
looking to open this again in person soon. 

Contact Hazel Foster if you need an
invitation to the Zoom meeting or for more
information on any of these.
(hazel@sjlh.org.uk). 

Children & Young People

Harvest
This year is looking a little different all
round, and Harvest is no exception.
However, you can still be a blessing in the
community by bringing dry goods and
foodbank donations to Waypoint Church
on Hunts Pond Road (open 10am-12 Mon-
Friday for donations).

Collecting their packs for the
END OF SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB

Many thanks to all the volunteers who
have helped to get the Children's Summer
Holiday Club ready to go. 

It all kicked off on Wednesday 26th
August, (a dry and sunny day) when
children collected their activity packs in
staggered groups. There was a guess the
sweets and pasta pieces in a jar, with a
Scavenger hunt to do on the way home. 

It was great to see some really excited
faces. 

The fun continued with some online Zoom
sessions where we had amazing fun
learning about Jesus. 

Lots of silliness but lots of fun, and great
that despite everything we are still able to
share God's love with our community.

End of Summer Holiday Club



Gavin’s last Sunday will be on 27th
September.  So, our Churchwardens, Trevor
and Linda, caught up with our Vicar to
reflect on his 4 years with us. 
 
What have been the highlights of
your time with us? 
I have loved the big occasions when our
community has really gathered, at
Christmas, Easter, Harvest, for the
orchestra, or the Family Fun Day or the
Christmas Tree Festival. I love that our
church is trusted and valued in our
neighbourhood, and we have these
opportunities to have fun and share the joy
of knowing Jesus.  
I also really loved the two Youth Alpha
weekends away I’ve been involved with –
young people ask the best questions and
love to have fun. 
It’s been a privilege so see them growing 
in faith and in confidence.   
 
What was your biggest challenge and
how well do you think we have tackled that
challenge? 
Our biggest challenge is that society is
changing so fast that (through no fault of
our own) the sort of church we grew up
with isn’t reaching people anymore. 
We need to be constantly stripping back to
the basics of knowing and trusting Jesus
as our Lord and saviour, and finding new
ways to express that to generations that
don’t think the church is for them. 

The Journey 

The Interview 

We have made a good start with a 10.45am
service that appeals to a younger
generation, and growing our work with
children and families. It has been so
encouraging to see the generosity of people
of all ages, many of whom have been
faithful members of St John’s for decades,
giving their time, commitment and money
to make things happen in new ways. 
It’s been exciting to see a real inter-
generational community developing again
(although we still have a long way to go
before we more closely reflect the 49% of
our neighbourhood that is made up of
family homes!) 
 
I think a lot of this great work is still
relatively new and vulnerable. It’s really
important to keep reminding ourselves why
we are here – to make new disciples of
Jesus, and especially to pass on our faith to
the next generation – and to keep
courageously and selflessly making
decisions that are for the people who aren’t
here yet, rather than for us.



What have been the most joyful moments? 
It gives me real joy to see people come to
faith for the first time, and to see stale faith
come alive again.  I get really cross
(genuinely) when people tell me that they
have been encouraged not to ask
questions in church! Are we worried God
can’t handle it?! I’m utterly convinced our
faith is sensible and reasonable, and
there’s nothing wrong with asking
questions. God’s not going to disappear in
a puff of smoke because we have doubts,
and he loves to talk to his children and to
help us.  
The Alpha Course has been such an
amazing tool to help people to ask
questions and to encounter the Jesus who
is loving, gentle, powerful and present by
his Spirit today. I’ve lost count of the
number of courses in the last 4 years and
I’ve been involved with every one - because
I love it, and because it brings me life and
joy to share faith with other people. 
It’s so important to hold on to the
excitement of sharing faith in order to keep
our own faith alive and fresh.

What are your hopes for St John’s future?  
St John’s has so much going for it: great
facilities and healthy finances, yes –
wonderful. But more importantly, people of
real, mature faith and steady commitment,
generous with their time and money,
flexible and adaptable, wanting to share
their faith with others. If there’s a risk, it’s
complacency. 
St John’s has been through some tough
times, and there is a real temptation to
think everything is “back to normal” and
heading roughly in the right direction.

But reaching new generations with the good
news of Jesus is really tough at the
moment. It can’t just be another thing on
the agenda, or something other people do -
it takes a steadfast determination from all
of us to make it a top priority. 
 
So I hope, if I were to re-visit St John’s in 5
years time, I would find you to be an
exciting, vibrant church, filled with children,
teenagers and young families learning from
our many mature Christians the peace and
love of a life-long journey with Jesus, and
giving in return a sense of energy, life and
joy. I would hope to find a bold and
confident church, always being creative and
willing to try something new – often making
mistakes, but loving making them together.
Above all I would hope to find a church
utterly devoted to Jesus – always listening
for his voice, often making decisions in
complete reliance on his provision and
goodness, confidently speaking about all he
has done for us.  
 
I think you’re heading in the right direction. I
pray for grace and strength for the journey.



Despite the challenges in our world at
present, we know that God is active and
working in our lives, and in drawing
people to Himself, as they look for the
meaning of life in such difficult days. 

We are going to run the Alpha course,
beginning on the 23rd September 2020.  
We will try and meet in person while we
are allowed, or via technology if
anything changes. 

Alpha is a 10 week course, running on
Wednesday evenings from 23/9-2/12
(with a week off during half-term).

For more information or to register,
please contact the office:
01489 578082 or office@sjlh.org.uk 

Coming soon...

Alpha at St John's Focused Prayer

This month Gavin will finish his time here
at St John's and will move on to the next
step as God has directed him. We are
excited for him, but we are also excited
for the church.  

As God has directed Gavin to take this
step, we can be sure that He has already
a person in mind to take this Church on
the next part of the journey too.  So, over
the coming weeks and months we will be
asking you to join together in various
ways to pray for our church and for our
future incumbent.

For other information on prayer visit
www.sjlh.org.uk/prayer

http://www.sjlh.org.uk/prayer


APCM

20th September @4pm
We will not be able to hold this meeting
in the usual way,  so there are some
changes this year.

BEFORE THE MEETING
There are limited places available in the
church. You will need to pre-book these
in the usual way (sjlh.org.uk/book).
Booking will open on Monday 14/09 for
this.  

You can send questions in advance by
email to:apcm@sjlh.org.uk

Reports and a list of candidates for
various posts will be available to view
here: https://bit.ly/APCM2020

ON THE DAY
For those that are not able to attend in
person we will be live-streaming the
meeting: https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube

To attend and vote by video
conferencing via Zoom 
 https://bit.ly/APCMZoom

Gavin's Leaving
Gavin's last service is 27th September.
With circumstances as they are, it is
unlikely that we will be able to host a big
leaving do.  Watch out for information
on what we are doing.

Mike will be ordained 4th October, due
to current restrictions, this service is by
invitation only, but we can still bless him
and pray for him. We are hoping to live
stream the service, for those of us that
can't attend in person. 

Ordination

https://bit.ly/SJLHYouTube
https://bit.ly/APCMZoom


Your notices here!
If you have some exciting news
or an event to share with
everyone for next month's
sheet, get in touch with Abi by
the 20th of the month so we
can include it.

office@sjlh.org.uk

Personal Announcements

Venerable Wisdom

We are sad to announce that Marjorie
Roberts' son, Stephen, passed away at the
end of August.  Our prayers and thoughts
are with Marjorie and her family at this
difficult time.

An unpeaceful mind cannot operate normally. ~ Watchman Nee
No God, no peace: Know God, Know peace

Laurette and Tom McDade have now
moved to the Wirral. We pray that they will
settle quickly into their new home. 

Richard and Jane Bristowe are delighted
to announce that their daughter, Eleanor,
will be marrying Josh Breakwell here at St
John's on Saturday 19th September. 
Eleanor was baptised here and was a
choir member for several years, taking
part in many youth activities.  She now
works at Winchester Baptist church, where
she and Josh met.  They plan to set up
home in Chandlers Ford.

Please pray for Joan & Trevor C & family.
Sara, her daughter in law is battling
cancer, and is back in hospital.  

Peter C who is back in hospital at the time
of writing this. 

If you have a specific prayer need, please
contact the office or email
prayerchain@sjlh.org.uk

A big thank you to Shanti & Roger for
organising the delivery of Cream Teas or
Chocolates to all the Fellowship members,
many of whom can't get to church at the
current time.


